
 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

 

Grade/Course Grade 9 / English I 

Unit of Study Unit Four: Reading Literature/Writing Narrative 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 

UNIT  FOUR STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 

 
RL.9.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 

to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 

including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RL.9.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 

development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details, and provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact 

with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

RL.9.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a 

sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
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RL.9.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order 

events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 

create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or surprise). 

Writing  

 
W.9.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
            using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured    

            event sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 

observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to  

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build 
on one another to create a coherent, complete and comprehensive 

piece.  
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory 

language to convey a vivid picture of the  
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 

experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

 

  
W.9.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
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SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 

 
RL.9.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 

literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

RL.9.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 

mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work (e.g., Auden’s “Musée 

des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

RL.9.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how an author draws on and transforms source material in a 
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the 

Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

RL.9.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.  

Writing 

  

W.9.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), 

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

W.9.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update writing 

products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 

display information flexibly and dynamically. 

W.9.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.9.8  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 

answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).  

W.9.9 Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support analysis, 
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reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an 
author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., 

how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from mythology or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).  

 
W.9.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

Speaking and Listening  

 

SL.9.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 

research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 

ideas. 

b. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking 

votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and 
assessment criteria (e.g. student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as 

needed.  

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current 
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the 

discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and 

disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and 

reasoning presented. 

SL.9.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 

of each source.  
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SL.9.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence.  

SL.9.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 

logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

SL.9.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and 

to add interest.  

SL.9.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English.  

Language  

 

L.9.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure.* 

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) 

to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

* Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require 

continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated 

writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk.  

L.9.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb” to link two or more closely 

related independent clauses. 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

c. Spell correctly. 

 

L.9.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and 
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to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

a. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of the 
influence of language. 

L.9.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 

position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or 

parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.9.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their 

role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.9.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
Reading Literature  

 
RL.9.1 CITE strong and thorough textual evidence and MAKE relevant connections to 

SUPPORT analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including DETERMINING where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 
RL.9.3 ANALYZE how complex characters DEVELOP over the course of a text, 
INTERACT with other characters and ADVANCE the plot or DEVELOP the theme. 

 
Writing 

 
W.9.3. WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or events USING   
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RL.9.1 

 

CITE 

 
 

 
MAKE 
 

SUPPORT 
 

 
 
 

DETERMINING 

 strong and thorough textual 

evidence 
 

 

 relevant connections 

 
 analysis 

o what the text says explicitly 
o inferences drawn from the 

text 
 

where the text leaves matters 
uncertain 

 
 
 

 

3 

 
 

  
3 

 

3 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2 
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Students Can: 

● Draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes 

beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from 
reading. 

● Support conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

● Synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions. 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.9.3 

 

ANALYZE 

 
DEVELOP 

 
 
INTERACT 

ADVANCE 
DEVELOP 

 

● complex characters 

 
●  over the course of a text 

 

● with other characters 
● plot 

● theme 

 

3 
 

 
 

Students Can: 

● Analyze characters (e.g., flat, round, static, dynamic, stock, archetype, antihero, 

etc.) and their traits. 
● Differentiate character motivation and analyze how those motivations influence 

theme or story. 
● Recognize how complex characters develop and change over the course of a 

text. 

● Analyze how character interactions can advance the plot and theme of a text. 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.9.3 

 

WRITE 

 
DEVELOP 

 
 
USING 

 
 

● narratives 

 
● real or imagined events and 

experiences 
 

● effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences 

 

 
 

 
3 
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Students Know: 

● Effective narrative techniques.  

● Well-chosen details and well-structured events add clarity, suspense, and/or 
conflict to the narrative.  

Students Can: 

● Formulate a real or imagined experience. 

● Engage and orient the reader by clearly setting out a problem or situation. 
● Develop experiences, events, and/or characters by using effective narrative 

techniques. 

● Incorporate well-chosen details into an original narrative.  
● Structure narratives with appropriate sequencing to create a coherent whole. 

 

 

 

  
“Unwrapped”Power Standards 

Concepts 
Supporting Standards Concepts and 

Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 

Analysis 
Analyze 

Cite 
Complex 
Develop 

Engage 
Emerge 

Explicit 
Inference 
Orient 

Point of View 
Situation 

Smooth Progression 
Support 
Textual Evidence 

 

Central Idea 

Coherent 
Connotative 

Convey 
Cumulative 
Denotation 

Etymology 
Euphemism 

Evoke 
Figurative 
Impact 

Manipulate 
Nuance 

Oxymoron 
Parallel 
Preliminary 

Refine 
Representation 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

 
1. How can I analyze what a text says; 

both explicitly and what it implies? 

 
 

 
2. How can I analyze a complex 

character from a text? 

 
 

 
 
 

3. As a writer, how can I engage and 
orient the reader of a narrative? 

 
1. You can analyze what a text says 

explicitly and inferentially by citing 

strong and thorough textual 
evidence. 

 
2. You can analyze a complex 

character by noting their dialogue, 

thoughts, actions, and interactions 
with other characters over the 

course of a text. 
 
 

3. You can engage and orient the 
reader of a narrative by setting out 

a problem, establishing multiple 
points of view, and creating a 
smooth progression of events. 

 

District Assessments 

 

 
 

Unit 4 Pre-Assessment 

 

 

 
ELA Grade 9 Common Assessment  

 

(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

 

 
Engaging Learning 
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 Scenario 

 

A local filmmaker is organizing the first Plainfield Film Festival and is looking for some 
local talent. To apply to participate in the festival, you must submit a screenplay based on 
an alternate ending to a novel or short story that you have read. The alternate ending 

must reflect a change in the development of one of the main characters. 
 

To help you prepare your application, your teachers have decided to organize their own 
film festival.  Individually or in groups you will select a story to revise, prepare a 
screenplay, and film** the adaptation.  We will host a film festival and invite other students 

to see the films so remember to impress! 
 

**If the technology is not available, the alternate endings can be written and performed as 
plays with a staging day instead of a screening day. 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

 
Task 1: Chart the development of a character citing textual evidence. 

 
Task 2: Write a literary essay analyzing the character’s development. 

 
Task 3: Draft an adapted ending of a selected story, including changes in the development 
of a character.   

 
Task 4: Use the writing process to turn your adaptation into a screenplay. 

 
Task 5 (optional):  Perform and/or film your adaptations. 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RL 9.1, RL 9.3 

 

Additional Standards: RL.9.10, W.9.9a, W.9.10, L 9.1, L 9.2  
 
Task 1 Detailed: Chart the development of a character citing textual evidence. 

 
1. Chart the development of a main character in a novel/story you select or one that is 
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assigned by your teacher. Include these ideas: 

o physical appearance 
o age 

o goals and/or desires at the beginning of the book   
o thoughts, speech, actions   
o your opinion of the character 

Repeat this process for both the middle section and the end of the text.   
 

 
2. After completing the chart answer the following questions: 

 

● What changed the most about the character?  Use evidence from the text to explain 
and support your ideas. 

 
● What changed the least?  Use evidence from the text to explain and support your 

ideas. 

 
● Did the character accomplish the goals or desires set out in the beginning of the 

story?  Or did (s)he fail to meet those goals? Did the goals change?  Give specific 
examples and support your answer with textual evidence. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 
  Notes goals 

and/or desires 
the character 

has that are 
implicit as 
well as 

explicit 
 

 Charts 
development 

of character at 
the beginning, 
middle, and 

end of the 
story 

 Responds 
appropriately 
to three 

analytical 
questions 

 Cites evidence 
from the text 

 

 

 Meets 2 of 
the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
2 of the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
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❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task #2 

 
Power Standards: RL 9.1, RL 9.3 

 

Additional Standards: RL.9.10, W.9.4, W.9.9a, W.9.10, L.9.1, L.9.2, L.9.6 
 

Task #2 Detailed:  Write a literary essay analyzing the character’s development. 

 
Use the character analysis from Task #1 to write a literary essay explaining:  

● how the character develops over the course of the text 
● how the character interacts with other characters 
● how the character advances the plot or develops the theme 

 
     Be sure to cite textual evidence to support your ideas and check your writing for  

     grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 
 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task #2 Scoring Guide 

4 3 2 1 
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 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 

 Provides detailed 
and well-argued 

analysis 
 

 

 Analyzes how the 
character develops 
over the course of 

the text  
 Analyzes how the 

character interacts 
with other characters 

 Analyzes how the 

character advances 
the plot or develops 

the theme of the 
story. 

 Cites textual 

evidence to support 
ideas 

 Demonstrates 
mastery of grammar, 
usage, spelling, 

capitalization and 
punctuation 

 Meets 3 of 
the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer 
than 3 of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 
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✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

Power Standards: RL 9.1, W 9.3 

 
Additional Standards: RL 9.4; RL 9.5 W 9.4; W 9.10  L 9.1, L 9.2  
 

Task 3 Detailed: Draft an adapted ending of a selected story to reflect changes in the 
development of a character. 

 
Using the same characters and point of view, rewrite the ending of a novel/story to 
demonstrate how a different course of character development would result in a different 

resolution.  Whatever new ending you choose to create, it must make sense with the rest of 
the story as it is written. (For example, Romeo and Juliet should not be abducted by aliens.  

However, the Friar’s letter can reach Romeo in time and they can confront their families 
about their secret marriage.) You have creative license to make the story end as you wish, 
but it must follow from the events from the original tale.   

 
In your adapted ending, you must include the following elements of narrative writing: 

● dialogue 

● description (figurative and sensory language) 
● coherent sequence of events 

● precise language and telling details 
● a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the experiences and events that take 

place over the course of the story 

● command of grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
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Remember, your rewrite must include a different direction for the character you choose to 
focus on and refer to prior events in the story in order to lead into an ending that still makes 

sense with the original events of the story. 
 

 
Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 
 Uses multiple 

examples of 

figurative 
language or other 

vivid descriptive 
techniques 

 

 
 

 Constructs an 
adapted ending 

that reflects 
changes in 
development of a 

main character 
 Alternate ending 

is supported by 
events that 
happen in the 

original text of 
choice 

 Includes dialogue 
 Includes 

description 

 Plans a coherent 
sequence of 

events 
 Uses precise 

language and 

telling details 
 Constructs a 

conclusion that 
follows from and 
reflects on the 

experiences and 
events that take 

place over the 
course of the 
story 

 Meets 6 of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer 
than 6 of the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
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 Demonstrates 

mastery of 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
spelling. 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 
Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 
 

 
 

 
✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 

In Detail 

 
Focus Standards:W 9.3 

             

Additional Standards: W 9.4, W 9.5, W 9.9a, W.9.10, L 9.1, L 9.2, L 9.3 
 
Task 4 Detailed: Use the writing process to turn your adaptation into a screenplay. 

 
With the assistance of a writing partner or group, use the draft you created in Task #3 to 

create the screenplay for your adapted ending.         
 
1) Review the format guidelines for writing a screenplay. Be sure to separate the dialogue 

from the descriptive elements. 
2) Use the draft you wrote in Task #3 as the basis of a screenplay for your adapted ending. 

3) Be sure to do the following: 
● engage the reader by establishing context 
● create a smooth progression of events 

● use dialogue to develop events and characters 
● provide a conclusion that follows from preceding events 

4) Draft, confer, revise, edit and publish your script. 

 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 

 

 Uses correct 
screenplay 

formatting, with 
dialogue and 

description 
separated 

 creates a 

screenplay 
based on Task 

#3 
 engages the 

reader/viewer 

 Meets 4 of 
the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 4 of 
the “Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
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through context 
 creates a smooth 

progression of 
events 

 uses dialogue to 

develop events 
and characters 

 provides a 
conclusion that 
follows from 

preceding events 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 

Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 
task:  

 

x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

x❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 



21 
 

 

 

Optional Performance Task # 5 

 

 
Task 5: Film and/or perform your screenplay. 

 
 
Details and scoring criteria to be determined by teacher. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #5 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #5 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Research-Based Effective  

Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

x❑ Summarizing and Note Taking 

❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

x❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

x❑ Cooperative Learning 

x❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 

x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

x❑ Initiative and Leadership 

x❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 
Strategies 

(Additional Supports 
+ Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 

 

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction for 
Special Education 

Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

 
Additional Supports: 

● Small group 

instruction 
● Varied 

questioning 
strategies 

● Various 

organizers 
● One-on-one 

teacher 
assistance 

● Peer tutoring 

 
Enrichments for Highly 

Capable Students 
● More 

challenging and 

creative work 
● Independent 

study with 
higher level 
concepts and 

skills 
 

 
 
 

 
● Direct/ explicit 

instruction 

● Additional time 
● Assistive technology 

● Advance organizers 
● Accommodations for 

learning styles or 

multiple 
intelligences  

● Adjust pace of 
lesson/ instruction 

● Modified instruction 

● Peer tutoring 
● Mandatory after 

school tutoring 
● Parent conference 
● Involvement of 

Guidance or 
Learning Specialist 

● Reassessment of 
lesson or teaching 
style 

 
● Additional 

time 

● Modified 
assignments 

appropriate 
to skills and 
ability 

● Change of 
pace 

● Small group 
work 

● Use of 

visuals or 
audio to 

enhance 
lessons 

● Scaffold 

information 
● Peer 

mentors 

 
● Allow extra 

response time 

● Cooperative 
learning groups 

● Building upon 
student’s prior 
knowledge 

● Questions and 
activities 

appropriate to 
student levels 
of English 

ability 
● Consistent 

checks for 
understanding 
(oral and 

written) 
● Visuals and 

graphic 
organizers 

● Connections to 

primary 
language and 

culture 
● Assignments 

modified on an 

individual and 
as-needed 

basis 
● Modified 

reading list 

 

 



23 
 

 

 

Instructional Resources and Materials 

 
Physical Technology-Based 

● McDougal Littell 9th Grade 

(Orange) text 
● On-line access to text book 

● Corresponding activities to 
specific text from McDougal 
Littell activity book 

● Character worksheet 
(attached to unit) 

 
Suggested Readings: 

● Romeo and Juliet by William 

Shakespeare 
● Selected poems and sonnets 

from McDougal Littell text 
● Romiette and Julio by 

Sharon M. Draper (for 

emergent readers) 
● Fallen Angels by Walter 

Dean Myer (for emergent 

readers) 
● Selections from Angela’s 

Ashes by Frank McCourt 
● Selections from The 

Odyssey by Homer 

 
 

● http://www.writingclasses.com/WritersResources/toolbo

x.php (a fiction writing website 
 

● www.writerroad.com 
(another fiction writing workshop) 

 

● http://www.openmovieeditor.org/ 
(simple film editing software students can download at 

home) 
 

● windows movie maker 

(film editing software on the computers in the school 
computer lab) 

 
● http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_rWcQdH7-wE ( a 

short video with tips for film making; there are several 

others that are suggested when you pull up this video) 
 

● http://www.middleweb.com/8180/new-literacies-

scriptwriting/  
Background article on scriptwriting 

 
 

● http://www.frankwbaker.com/scriptwriting_in_the_classr

oom.htm  
Scriptwriting in the Classroom 

 
● http://www.frankwbaker.com/screenplay.htm 

Sample screenplay page 

 
 

https://singleadelman.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/71379795/To%
20Kill%20a%20Mockingbird%20Screenplay.pdf 
Screenplay: To Kill  a Mockingbird 
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http://www.middleweb.com/8180/new-literacies-scriptwriting/
http://www.frankwbaker.com/scriptwriting_in_the_classroom.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/scriptwriting_in_the_classroom.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/screenplay.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/screenplay.htm
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Lesson Suggestions 

 

● Students may respond to short creative writing prompts (such as found on writerroad.com) to 
begin brainstorming about their alternate story ending. 

● Take students to computer lab and allow them to spend a period experimenting with Windows 
Movie Maker. (This program should be on school computers- other programs will have to be 

downloaded at home if they want to use them. 
● Select a few student-made films that are appropriate to age and subject (Youtube has 

hundreds) and screen them for the class.  Have students compare and contrast them, stating 

what makes them good or bad. 
● Select activities from McDougal Littell workbook that deal with the story the class is reading in 

order to enhance their understanding of the story and its structure. 
● Use activities from the fiction writing workshop in the text to help students create their alternate 

ending. 

 
 

 


